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[he Lake Placid Lodge seemed bevond

recovery after a devastating fire m 2005,
but with the help of local artisans and
%40 million, the historic Adirondack

retreat has risen from the ashes

.f"_l Frank Vizard



hie Lake Macid L% ET S O TH
barck v LHE2, whien a Germas tainily buile & calbin u|u|l|!|.d :|u|.ll.'

an the lakeshose This was the era when big-beamed woodes
Fl.l].il.l."a—\-\.llllmuu:l:a' dublied the Cireal Campi—wine IJﬂIIF
lzlt gkl the Adimmndeck Mountzins of upsaie Mew
Yurk lw wealthy Maohstisniies like the Vanderdsls gl the
Waockelellers. By 1946 the ludge had cvelved inka a Baiel, and
meuly @ hali~gemiury laer, in 1993, & was purchaned by Thavad
Garmett, 3 hnancser who wa oee of the oesganal investoes =
the hugely surcesful Fermoem Teddy Bear Compuny as well
i the crmser ol The Paini, 3 small, peclmive rewsr that omee
blizmgrel v thwe IWockefellor famaby, cm nearby LUlpper Saranae
Lake. Limder Garmett™ direction, che Lake Macid Lodge be-
came a sheweag for becal arteaes who buils fernivem: an che
Adirondack hent-ewig-and-tark iradsion

Them everything wenr up in amoke. Fire had long been the
scourge of the Grear Camps, and on & winoy eeorning of De-
cembser 15, 1604, a faubry fme sparked a cansmophic blaee thar
reduced the hoeel vo ashes, save for a sring of guesr cabis and
amaither building along the like Thankfisly thare were no in=
Jumaes, It newn of e linduseks devataion made the Goane
Pt ol Thad M Tinik Thiied. 11 sdemniend thul i arclsieciieil 1eei-
stife—and st ol the |||||l:-|.||':r ol & lewn Cainds e :h.ul.l.ngthr
1932 gl 1980 Wheaer Overgdos—hed disappeared forever.

Bdat g Eut. *Wathis 2 lew -d.n'l afier the fire, we decided
o meltiaild,” safs Gassell, a call, M.1|'I-n.|H'b-i.|:||
i whisse calin woice belies his fiomee s
woi fer all iBsng Adinsndick. la sddbinan
1 beimg the chaman and chisl eoeoa-
v cfficsr of the lndge. Garrett 12 2 mabed
harnivane maker, A well-made pece in the
Adimwewhick svle an fake thousands of
hesars to copainet, requising exmaandmary
paitemcy amed atienbeonm to detal. Posssmg
o crain served Garrer well as the new
Lake Plicud Lodpe took dhape.

Completed the year, che $40 mallan res-
toracion: masiedfully capiares. the spine of
the Grear Campr—ind of dhe old hotel
The new bar vop. for xamuple, 1s made from

It the Woods

the woend of ke maple ree that once wond cmside the hotel,
Whale the couneer’s sarface s Righly polished, i edps ane
rough and hlackened: evadence of dhe fine's desructye power.

The tew plce sn' the old place. of course, i Bor some, the
fire was beanthreaking. Gieonge [aqees, 1 renred stce crooper
il |h.'l11.|-|:l:l.'ll€l']|l.ul Adirosdeck crailsmai lox 20 e al
lemmdmade lurnicore Uy the Ranes, asd whae he hus condhb-
wicd bwn mew creatican dir the reslccation, he hasn® been able
e bricag himsell i waie il esw budlding vet, even themph he
lives relaimecky mearbky in the willage of Eeone Vallop

Maodern comsiruction echnagees, howevser, mean that fiee i=
o konger the fivroe emensy it omoe wan, “ Az @ s aften the carn,
gooad things comne out of tragedy” notes Lake Macid werpor Craig
Ramdall, “The new kndge has mare Sacdlicies shan B ald one
and & a betser Fir with doday™ env 1 recprirenmences”

And there’s ane sapecs of she old bhorel char probably woe?
bz missed. Chmbing the 72=step siaarcase that Imked the bke-
side diming moom to the bobby up the hill wa mord erows,
emecially after a meal. An elevaor now connecis che four
fsrnirs of the lodge. Buc ity will wanth a mrip up the aeairs, as
the skrsel walls sre lined wich superb examples froan Gar=
CETLR v e collection of Hshon Foaver School lindc ape
paannngs by smiss sach o Aaporns Rockwell and George
Heney Boughvan. [The river ictell Grigiaates in & nearby like
calledd Tear af the Clouds. )

The wark a2 hving amiiel, Michele Ganmon, covecny the
wealls v the Map Pann, a krnad o .'rriri'lnH crnter bar e,
at thr mp of the svaim, off the lobby, The kwal gragraphy
n Guanswm's sroral-mere nop o bigely secorae, bes beee amsd
there ane spoes dlrmengs of dlephanis and hippos aned ithe oddd
cape proinlet namsed afeer 3 hotel emplapee. Ganman, whos
traches art av 2 regonal sehoal, says, =1 wean inspared by anisgue
mape dating hack o the dxreemth comurs™

The Map Room m emblemanic of the 11 pmbhic areas in che
lodgge. Fach m 3 mpwrum-ke exbabitiom space for crafiumen
working in the Adiremdack madicion, which develaped an the
18 cenmery, when local guides spest leng wanters fishi oning
farmmmre from branches, burl, amd bark. Many of tee more chan
Al arviars whose works are on display had cencribueed pleces
to che ald boilding, aned they served 55 & buile-in nerwark for
(iarecit ba barn o alisr the dire,

Wi caitn mede whit wads ehene)” sayi Wivine Ignabuk, whos
wis oive o the G wo e ks luresiuse shown ot Jodgs,
16 years age. While many Adiosdick-sryle cresion ise
ratbesr debcate, his lueminee @ koown (B g durability. The
Poew fersey ndbive is i moker @l Beikling a
||'|'-|.'|.'|Ii.|: iype |.'l'|'_'|'n|||t—-||1|.' widged neartise
amd] tenon—that B arguakly ihd d@ranpet
im furnitury dedgr. Ax [gnacak notes,” The
new lodpe is siall & greai showrae Fvery
ame 'm there, I discover someileng iresh,
likwr the hiv-sme beaver and ccher small
amamals made fram pime cones. which rep
resenyt bwondreds of howrs of work.”

The “rovigzy™ look, o Adieondeckers de-
seribe the local furnivure aybe, is the key o
the Indge's authenne semw of place All e
guesi ocam—sphi amoog che maim boild-
ipg & seoond one o few speps away, and
the cabiw om the  comrewis o Pt v







shreline—Ireaire  aaic-af-a-kind beds,
cach made by a different artman and that
serve as the ardscs centerpiece, The beds
also set the theme for the artwork in the
reins, witich of which seflects the tske of
Carreet's wife, Christie. 1t & her collection
oof framed antique Papes Crgers, ance com-
muonly seen m amusement=park rifle ranges,
that lanes the lallbway called the Shootmg
Crallery Orther stems seem to have arrived at
the Todlze by g paist of faee, A farge antigue
paimting of a speedboat, boughe an a whim
it 4 sumimes fair in France, tims oat to be
a portrait of the 1924 Haby Bosilegper, the
fastest bt o Lake Flacad in s day. San
Francisco intetior designer Josz Meskan
worked on the Jl.u*l:':- decor, whale the
Burdington, ¥Wermont, srchitecrural dirm
TewexCullins made sure overy room had
a balcomy or a terrace with a view of the
lake and the moustams,

Prominent among the ertisans is Gar-
reit himsell. Each of the public spaces
features ar beast one af his hendmade
preces, a reflecton of his bfclong ke of
forests, which began with watching Dy
Crchis on TV as a cluld. The self-taughs
Garrent likes e combine odd maceri-
ale, sisch 33 wane corks, wath tradibional
textures, [1ke birch bark. His msssive cre-
dened an the wine colbir stands as @ tes-
timony o his dewodion o borh his craft
andd fine wane. Vines crawl along the ceil-
ing of the vaulied brick cellar, 3 popular
sl lor prvate dinoers and home to an
npressive wine callecrion,

The appetste for all things Adirondack
extenids to the 42-sem dining reom,
where exquisite meeals are prepared under
the supervision of executive chef Kevin
MeCarthy, a graduate of the Culinary
Irstivute of America. MeCarthy was the
top chet at The Point, where he devel-
wped an extensive nerwark of suppliers
of fresh seasonal fare from surrounding
tarms. His diches miighe fearure lake toow
or in-season game. Desserts include in-
grediens like maple syrap, served over
a teasted pecan cake with green-apple
sarher, Guess can dine outside an one
of the porches or eat ar the S0-iear pub,
where the keen-eved will notice an ab-
stract map of the lake chiseled into the
erone above the Gneplice. The mapmaker
used 2 garnee vo mark the location of the
Lake Placid Lodpe—suggeiting. rightly,

at a jewel can stll ke found in che
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